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At some point many of us go back to where our Ancestors lived, visit their graves and perhaps try to
find the buildings that they lived in. For this, Griffith’s Valuation and its associated maps are
invaluable. In rural areas these allow us considerable precision; historical versions of Ordnance
Survey maps (now on line for some scales at https://apps.spatialni.gov.uk/PRONIApplication/ ) also
allow us to see how things have changed – as long as were are only interested in the mid‐nineteenth
century onwards. But many people are unaware that there are maps that allow us to see greater
detail in towns, at the time of Griffith’s Valuation and showing the householder reference number.
If you do a place name search on AskAboutIreland http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith‐
valuation/, then open the map, click on “Show Towns” and move so that the cursor is over a town in
Eire, you will see a symbol over the town. You can click on the symbol to bring up a map at a finer
scale. So where are the equivalents for towns in Ulster counties?
There are some great instructions on accessing Griffith’s town maps by Bill Macafee: I highly
recommend his site http://www.billmacafee.com/ He has a guide showing how he accessed detailed
maps of Coleraine in PRONI’s catalogue
http://www.billmacafee.com/valuationrecords/griffrevisions.pdf . It appears to show amazing stuff
that we can access on‐line. Unfortunately, Bill’s screen‐dumps are from an old version of the PRONI
eCatalogue, where “View” just means “view more information”. You can only access Griffith’s town
maps at PRONI. But this is still worth knowing about, for when you do manage to get there, because
there is a (little‐known) treasure trove of other things in the VAL/ collection that you can access
(even PRONI’s help desk link did not know about it, only about the Valuation Revision books that are
on‐line!).
Here is what you see on their eCatalogue:

Unfortunately, clicking on “More” tells you little about what the files contain (except for VAL/12,
shown at the end of this document). VAL/2 is the main valuation that is presented on
AskAboutIreland. Most of Bill Macafee’s examples come from VAL/12, the revision books that
contain most of the information that you and I would need:

You will find Co. Fermanagh town maps under:
VAL/1/D/4 (1834) At least some of these are 30 inches to one mile
VAL/2/D/4 (1859) at 5 feet to one mile
VAL/3/G (1935‐1957) (all Ulster counties together)
VAL/12/E (various dates, mostly 1860 onwards) (all Ulster counties together)
There is also PRONI’s excellent collection of Ordnance Survey town maps, referenced under OS/9 in
their catalogue, but again only available at PRONI. But these maps do not show the household
numbering system used in Griffith’s.

More information on VAL/12:

